
in advertising and salesmanship was given, with
gratifying results, at the Thomas Park House
by Professor Harold Whitehead.

The industries in Cambridge which have af-
forded training for the blind include chiefly the
broom,' rug, wundermop, dowel, basket and rat-
tan industries. In Worcester and Lowell, the
principal industry is chair caning. The Wool-
son House industries have afforded ample op-
portunity for work in spite of unsettled condi-
tions and increased cost of materials. An ex-

periment has been made by the Commission to
determine the chance which a blind person
might have in various industries in competi-
tion with the seeing. One hundred factories,
including leather, paper, envelope, corset, drug,
glue, ammunition, shoe, and candy concerns and
various machine shops, were visited. As a re-

sult, fifty blind workers were given positions,
and forty-nine made good. This is a greater
proportion than would be expected even among
seeing workers. Regular employment has been
secured for two hundred and eleven persons.

This report indicates the magnitude of the
problem of dealing with the blind. The Com-
mission deserves commendation for its faithful
service during the past year, and merits in-
creased interest and support from the general
public.

UNITED STATES PHARMACOPOEIAL
CONVENTION.

The attention of physicians is called to the
tenth decennial United States Pharmacopoeial
Convention to meet in Washington, D. C, on the
second Tuesday of May, 1920, at ten o'clock a.m.

at a place to be named later. All competent and
designated bodies and authorities are asked to
name and issue credentials to a fixed number of

delegates, who are requested to forward them
promptly to Noble P. Barnes, M.D., The Arling-
ton Hotel, Washington, D. C.

The following By-Laws of the United States
Pharmacopoeial Convention provide informa-
tion with which physicians should be familiar:

Article VIII, Chapter 1, of the By-Laws of the
United States Pharmacopoeial Convention pro-
vides that the President:

"Shall issue, on or about the first of May of
the year immediately preceding that of the de-
cennial meeting, a notice inviting the several
bodies, entitled under the Constitution to repre-
sentation therein, to send delegates to the next

meeting. He shall repeat the notification, eight
months later, and shall request the medical and
pharmaceutical journals of the United States to
publish the call for said meeting. ' '

Article II of the Constitution provides :

"The members of the United States Pharma-
copoeial Convention, in addition to the Incor-
porators and their associates, shall be delegates
elected by the following organizations in the
manner they shall respectively provide: Incor-
porated Medical Colleges, and Medical Schools
connected with Incorporated Colleges and Uni-
versities; Incorporated Colleges of Pharmacy,
and Pharmaceutical Schools connected with In-
corporated Universities; Incorporated State
Medical Associations; Incorporated State,Phar-
maceutical Associations; the American Medical
Association, and the American Chemical Socie-
ty; provided no such organization shall be en-
titled to representation unless it shall have been
incorporated within and shall have been in con-
tinuous operation in the United States for at
least five years before the time fixed for the de-
cennial meeting of this corporation."

Section II of the Constitution provides :

"Delegates appointed by the Surgeon-General
of the United States Army, the Surgeon-Gen-
eral of the United States Navy, and the Surgeon- ,
General of the United States Marine Hospital
Service, the Secretary of Agriculture, the Sec-
retary of Commerce and Labor, the Association
of Official Agricultural Chemists, the Associa-
tion of State and National Food and Dairy De-
partments, the National Wholesale Druggists
Association, and the National Dental Associa-
tion, and the organizations not herein-
before named which were admitted to repre-
sentation in the Convention of 1900. shall also
be members of the corporation. Each body and
each branch of the United States Government
above mentioned shall be entitled to send three
delegates to the meetings of this corporation.
But no such delegates as are provided for in this
article shall be members until their credentials
shall have been examined and acted upon as

provided for by the By-Laws. "
This meeting of the United States Pharma-

copoeial Convention of 1920 is announced near-

ly a year in advance because it will mark the
first century of the Pharmacopoeia and will be
the most important of the decennial meetings.

A STUDY OF THE INFLUENZA
EPIDEMIC.

A study of the recent epidemic of "Spanish''
influenza, published in February by the French
Scientific Academy and in the issue of the
Lancet for April 19, has been contributed by Dr.
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J.'Dolley, who believes that he has discovered
and cultivated the germ of the so-called "Span-
ish" influenza. He believes it to be a small
bacillus of less than a millionth of a millimeter
in size, intermediary between the bacillus pestis
and the chicken cholera bacillus. In discussing
the symptomatology of the disease, Dr. Dolley
expresses his belief that symptoms which are

likely to manifest themselves during the course
of development are diminution of arterial ten-
sion, irregularity of and variations in the
strength of the pulse, weakening and even im-
perceptibility of the first sound of the heart,
precocious cyanosis of the fingernails, enlarge-
ment of the spleen, slight enlargement of the
liver, "Sergent 's white line," considerable
asthenia, slight delirium when temperature is
very high, irritability contrasting with the in-
tellectual torpor, signs of the lungs being af-
fected, but in no precise locality, frothy expec-
torations which contain thin streaks of bright
red blood, slight diarrhoea, urine clear and
abundant, hemorrhage in any of the mucous

membranes, and cardiac syncope.
The author believes that this symptomatology

points to a specific disease for the reason that
the majority of these symptoms are noticeable
in practically all cases of "Spanish" influenza,
and all of them may be reproduced in man,by
inoculation with the expectorations mingled
with blood, produced by persons suffering with
the disease.

In support of his theory, Dr. Dolley cites his
own personal experience. On October 27, 1918,
his thumb was bitten by a rat which he was

smearing with the expectorations of a patient
who was affected seriously by the disease. The
following day, cyanosis was noticeable in the
fingers of the left hand, the beating of the pulse
in the radial artery was no longer perceptible,
there was a Sensation of intense cold, and fits
of fainting and bradycardia occurred. These
symptoms continued, and on November 15th, a

short frequent cough producing a few frothy
expectorations containing fine streaks of bright
red blood, became noticeable. The symptoms
increased until on December 12 his condition
became critical, and a sérothérapie treatment
was begun.

During the first stage of the disease, Dr.
Dolley succeeded in isolating a coccobacillus in
the swelling on the thumb : and during the final
stage, it was rediscovered in his venous blood.

He observed that the coceobacillus could be suc-

cessfully isolated in the case of a great many
individuals affected by the epidemic, and that it
generally disappeared from the blood in circu-
lation when complications existed and rise in
temperature took place. He believes that cer-
tain symptoms of this epidemic resemble
haemorrhagie septicaemia, and therefore em-

ployed a serum obtained with a microbe of this
group, for example, the anti-plague serum. He
states that the first injection of twenty-five cubic
centimeters of anti-plague serum resulted in the
cessation of fainting fits and the disappearance
of other circulatory phenomena. The disease
reached such an advanced stage in some cases

that it was necessary to use the contents of ten
bulbs in order to effect a complete cure. Dr. Dol-
ley thinks that patients suffering with pulmonary
complications and nervous forms, such as ataxo-
adynamia, can be treated successfully with this
same serum. Since the time when he adopted
this treatment in the form of intravenous injec-
tions, for patients suffering with syncope, and
in the form of subcutaneous injections in other
cases, not one of his patients has died as a re-

sult of "Spanish" influenza.
Dr. Dolley concluded from his experiments

with mice that this serum afforded protection
against innoculation by the coceobacillus of in-
fluenza-, and that it could even cure mice who
were already affected by the disease.

MEDICAL NOTES.
Inflxjenza in Alaska.—An epidemic of in-

fluenza is spreading among about five thousand
persons in Alaska, most of whom are employed
in the salmon canning industry. In order
to relieve the present distress and to check the
disease, naval ships carrying surgeons and large
quantities of medical supplies have been dis-
patched to the Bristol Bay region. Nearly all
the naval medical men available on the northern
Pacific Coast are working among the natives,
and additional supplies and doctors are being
sent to Puget Sound. The hospital ship Com-
fort left Charleston, South Carolina, on June 9,
with the intention of sailing to Alaska if the epi-
demic should not be under control by the time
the vessel reached the west coast. The south-
eastern portion of Alaska has not been seriously
affected by the epidemic. Deaths in Bristol Bay
sections have been increasing at an alarming
rate, and sixty persons died in one small com-

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at KINGS COLLEGE LONDON on June 22, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.


